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Pairing Picture Books and Primary Sources: What Do You
Do with a Voice Like That? The Story of Extraordinary
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan

BY TOM BOBER on 02/22/2019 - (O(0)

There are picture books that take a moment in history that | have a basic understanding of and expand it
to the point that | realize that | know very little about that moment. That was the case with What Do You
Do with a Voice Like That? The Story of Extraordinary Congresswoman Barbara Jordan written by Chris
Barton and illustrated by Ekua Holmes. Barbara Jordan and her role in politics in the 1960s and 1970s
was something that | knew little about.

A Purpose for Historically Based Picture Books in Learning

Barton’s writing and Holmes's illustrations made me want to
know more-more about the speech she gave during
Watergate, more about her departure from politics due to
multiple sclerosis, and more about that voice that was
mentioned over and over again. | knew that primary sources
would be a way that | could explore more.

CHRIS BARTON EXUA HOLMES

WHAT
00 YOU DO
&) WiTH
A VOICE
LIKE

THAT?

THE STORY OF EXTRAORGINARY
CONGRESSWOMAN BARBARA JORDAN

Students who study that time period, political history, or
political structures could have a rich experience through the
pairing of these sources. Beginning with the picture book
can allow them to make connections to elements of history
and government that they know, the changing America in
the 1950s and ’60s, structures of Congress, or the



What Is a primary source?

A Primary Source Is an item or object
directly connected to a topic and time.

Misconceptions
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Structuring My
Thinking About
Primary Sources

Compelling ‘
: Strategy for
Primary Analysis

Integration
into Other
Learning




Why Pair Primary You may want students to
Sources with explore:

Picture Books O an event, person, or time
period
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Inspiration or process

generating their own
guestions to spur further
study




How do | analyze a primary source?

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS TOOL

SN
T AT

Primary Source
Analysis Tool available
at loc.gov/teachers

OBSERVE REFLECT QUESTION

FURTHER INVESTIGATION



http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
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https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021388/

MRSH.S, BURRE

M 155 RICHARDSOM

NEW ORLEANS
LOS ANGELES
SAN FRANCISCO


https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021393/

Introducing the Picture Book with a Photo
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‘ TWO SUFFRAGISTS. A KITTEN, AND 10,000 MILES . : PICture
[ e

book

by Mara
Rockliff;
illustrated
by Hadley
Hooper

A Digitized photograph
available at loc.gov
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Finding the Connection Between PS and PB
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How have areas changed?
Where have they not?

How does the book highlight
areas for me to search on a
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older or current map of the
Island?
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